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The formal commemoration on September 21st of the the UN's 75th anniversary will
thus be a subdued affair. (F1B&)

Rather than throwing a big party, the UN's secretary-general, Antonio Guterres,
decided to use the anniversary for "global conversation”, consulting world opinion through
a series of survey and meetings. The conclusion, in a report called "The future we want,
the United Nations we need", were released for Monday's 75th-anniversary
commemoration.

Conveniently, the world thinks more or less what The UN hoped it would: people's
immediate priority everywhere, unsurprisingly amid a pandemic, is access to basic
services such as health care and sanitation, and education. For the future, they worry
most about climate change and are also concerned about respecting human rights,
settling conflicts, tackling poverty and reducing corruption. Fully 87% of respondents to
the UN's online survey believe international co-operation is vital to deal with today’ s
challenges. (FEg)

The pandemic is a powerful example of the need for such co-operation (to share
data, spread best practices and ensure that when vaccines are ready for use they are
distributed efficiently). So is climate change, and from the cybersphere to space, global
governance is increasingly needed. But the call for reinvigorated multilateralism comes at
a time of reinvigorated nationalism in many parts of the world. Great-power rivalry is
crippling the Security Council. And at 75, in its structure — with the five veto-wielding
permanent members of the Security Council — the UN still reflects the world as it was in
1945 rather than one in which India, Africa and others deserve and demand a growing
say.

("The UN renews its vows in a 75th-Birthday general non-assembly,”
The Econmist,September 20, 2020)
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If the world embarked on an immediate and globally-coordinated effort to reduce
our plastic consumption, there would still be an estimated 710 million metric tons®" of
plastic that will poliute the environment by 2040, new research has found. (FPEg)

Millions of tons of plastic enter the oceans every year, polluting the seas, littering
beaches and endangering wildlife. Plastic particles have been found in soils, in the
atmosphere and even in the most remote regions of Earth, such as Antarctica.
Microplastics are also eaten by fish and other sea creatures, where they enter the food
chain. (FEX)

To avoid a plastic pile up greater than the estimated 710 million metric tons (782
US tons) ®? by 2040, the team™? said coordinated global action is needed. That
means reduicing plastic consumption, increasing the rates of reusing plastic, improving
waste collection and recycling, and expanding safe disposal systems.

And everyone is needed to do their part. (18g)

One of the biggest challenges to changing our plastic habits is helping people to
connect the dots between the plastics they consume and pollution on our beaches and
seas. Plastic takes years — sometimes hundreds of years — to decompose. (7Bg)

Because plastic is so cheap, there is a need to make alternatives to plastics
economically viable so people will start to take them seriously.
(3 1) metric ton:p>. (12) US ton:kKbh>
(3) the team: new research (3 1T7H) DIERE%IST

(" World il have 710 M tons of plastic pollution by 2040 despit eforts to cu waste, sudy says ", CNA, July 23.2020)



