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When World War | began in 1914, Japan took part in the Triple Entente in
accordance with the Anglo-Japanese Alliance. Japan occupied Qingdao in the Shandong
Peninsula, which had been German concession, as well as German-held islands in the
Pacific Ocean.

During the war, Japan presented the government of the Republic of China with a
list of twenty-one demands, such as that would take over German privileges in Shandong
Province, and for the extension of the leasehold on the Kwantung and South Manchurian
railroads. Britain and the United States denounced Japan for attempting to secure an
advantageous position in China, and anti-Japanese movements occurred in China.

World War | lasted a long time and devastated the lands of Europe, the main
battlefield of the war. It killed as many as nine million people. The war ended in 1918 in a
victory for the Triple Entente. However, the European nations exhausted their national
strength in the war, their international standing declined, and the voice of the United
States increased, instead.
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The Paris Peace Conference was held in 1919 following the end of World War . In
the conference the Treaties of Versailles which imposed heavy reparations and other
penaities on the losing nations was concluded.

At this conference, U.S. president Woodrow Wilson proposed the establishment of a
League of Nations, which began the following year. The Japanese representative
proposed to the conference that the "elimination of racial discrimination” be incorporated
into the League of Nations' charter. Of the sixteen attendees, eleven approved, making it
seem as if the proposal would pass. However, the proposal was denied in the end. Even
though all prior agenda items had been approved by majority vote, Wilson, the
conference chair, avoided passing the proposal by calling for unanimous approval. Wilson
praised the "self-determination of peoples," but by "peoples" he meant only Europeans
and Americans.

Japan was the first nation to propose the elimination of racial discrimination at any
international conference. The elimination of racial discrimination became a reality with the
International Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Racial Discrimination adopted
by the United Nations after World War Ii. It passed forty-six years after Japan's first
proposal.
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On September 18th 2014 the people of Scotland will vote on whether to become an
independent country. The choice will depend partly on individuals' hopes and fears about
their future as part of a separate state.

It will rest also on their vision of 300-plus years of Union. What has held the nation
of the United Kingdom together for so long - and what is now pulling them apart - is the
subject of Linda Colley's short and fascinating study, "Act of Union and Disunion”

The book centres on Britain's internal and external relations but the themes it
explores are universal : how national identities react to globalization and migration. Ms
Colley's central thesis is that, like all countries, Britain is a synthetic construct.

It is an "imagined community" as Benedict Anderson, a social scientist, defined
nationhood: people are bound by not face-to-face interaction but a communal sense of
project and purpose, maintained by institutions.

"In order to succeed and flourish, state and nations need an attractive idea of what
they are," she writes. The question is whether the idea of nationhood is still "attractive"
enough to keep the distinct parts of the "United" Kingdom together.

"State of the Unions" The economist, Jan 4 2014
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