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For the Japanese, they feel very close to the sea because Japan is all surrounded
by the sea.

As typical cases from Japanese history like the attack by the Mongol Empire and
"Kurofune (black ships; US military mission)" arrival in the end of Edo period taught us,
as the cases of today like "abduction" problem by North Korea and the suspicious boats
clearly showed us that threat against national security of Japan whose people's body and
life basically come from the sea. The geographical character of Japan; her land is long in
direction from north to south, but in direction from east to west is shallow, and which has
very long sea coast and many small islands and islets, is defined as "national security
vulnerability" in Japanese National Defense Program Guidelines of 2004. So much of
resources and lobor should be needed in order to fight against natural disaster due to the
sea like typhoon tsunami, high-tide.

On the contrary, comparing with other countries, there is a few nation like Japan,
whose people's life benefitted from the sea through whole Japanese history. It is said that
the sea area around Japan is one of the three biggest fishing area of the world,
Japanese food life from ancient era, depends on the sea product. On the other hand,
after modern period, Japanese fishing ships' vital activities as world-famous for the sea
fishery nation from time to time, caused international frictions like criticism of too much
haul of fish, today as symbolized case is tuna fish resource, there is not a few critical
eyes toward great volume of sea product import from all over the world.
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Fewer babies were born in China last year than in 2017, and already fewer had
been born in 2017 than 2016. There were 15.23 million new birth in 2018, down by more
than 11 percent from the year before. The authorities had predicted that easing and then
abolishing the one-child policy in the mid-2010s would trigger a baby boom:; it's more like
a baby bust.

No, these figures don't mean that China's population itself has started to decline.
But they do mean that the population overall is aging, and fast. And they mean that the
Chinese government can no longer manipulate fertility with blunt pro-natal policies; the
reasons for the drop run too deep. Instead of futile, retrograde statist intervention in
people's reproductive choices, the authorities should undertake broad economic and
social reform the deep causes of the decline while mitigating the burdens of its worst
effects.

Fertility in China started dropping and rapidly, in the late 1960's - long before 1980,
the year the government officially put the one-child policy in place. As with other
countries, the reasons included improved survival for infants and children, and women's
increased participation in the labor force. And the factors that are driving down fertility
today, such as mass urbanization, greater wealth and more choices for women, are here

to stay.

Several decades of internal migration have brought half a billion people into the
cities.

(thEE)

Today, Chinese women - armed with new knowledge, living independently in vibrant
cities and determined to pursue their own goals - are less likely than previous
generations to let their personal and reproductive decisions be influenced by pressure

from the state or their families.
"China Isn't Having Enough Babies", New York Times, 26 Feb. 2019
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Is it a breakthrough stopping North Korea's nuclear weapons development? It is
important that the agreement between the two nations should be surely implemented.

U.S. and North Korea announced agreement of the meeting in Beijing last week,
North Korea temporary suspends uranium enrichment operation, while U.S. would do
support 240 thousand tons provisions.

It took a week to disclose the agreement, the reason why it should be necessary
that contents of the agreement would be verified and coordination be needed among
stakeholder states.

According to U.S. government, North Korea would stop nuclear operations in
Yongbyon including the launching long-range nuclear missiles, nuclear test and uranium
enrichment.

Three years ago, North Korea made inspectors of International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) expel from Yongbyon, and did by force the second nuclear test. North
Korea declared that she would make all plutonium she has into '‘bombs' and start again
uranium enrichment operation, still now continues nuclear development.

The way as it does, it is matter of time that North Korea deploys nuclear missiles.
Taking the risk into consideration, the agreement, as U.S. government says, is surely 'an
important progress, but so limited.’
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The calls for a more pragmatic approach to the EU's international engagement are
breaking into public. The bloc needs a "reality check” and to understand that in an
"insecure, multipolar world, 'power’ is not a dirty word", said Mark Rutte, the Dutch prime
minister.

(P E&)

A defining moment was the March 2016 migration deal with Turkey. Under the
accord, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to take back people who travelled irregularly
from its jurisdiction to the Greek islands.

(Fh)

Previously the bloc was able to put principles over pragmatism because it never felt
there was so much to lose. But the migration influx rammed home for EU and national
leaders that they had shared borders - and thus needed a harder-edged common foreign
policy. "Having to deal with autocrats is going to be daily bread and butter," says an EU
official who works closely with several authoritarian states.

(FRER)

Officials acknowledge that the various controversies over EU efforts on migration
have undermined its international public advocacy of human rights. But some observers
see the recent friction between rhetoric and deed on migration as part of a wider pattern
of EU foreign policy inconsistency on autocratic states.

"In step with autocrats”, Financial Times, 25 Feb. 2019
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