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Under freezing winter sky, on 18th December 1956 the ceremony which celebrated
Japan's membership of the United Nations was held in the Assembly Room of the UN
headquarter. As a witness of the ceremony, | felt honest and heart-warming feeling more
than platitude about the celebration from the words which every delegation expressed.
Shigemitu Mamoru, the foreign minister of Japan, made word by word, in a halting way,
presentation on Japan's joining in the UN, his presentation was full of honest delight and
pride because of Japan's re-joining the international Community.

Shigemitu, strongly expressed the decision; in Japanese Constitution says "might
be in honorable position in the international community,” reflecting severely Japanese
actions in the past. It was very natural, for the nation which renouncing war and
never-using force, that Japan should enforce the UN as the way which Japan itself
secures and promotes international peace. At the same time, however, from his words it
might never be denied that | felt to some extent excessive idealism which was brought up
by the blank during 23 years from 1933 when Japan withdrew the League of Nations, and
passive peace-thought which was given by the US protection.

The United Nations is an important stage for all countries in the world to express
their opinions, and is the place of multi-national negotiations in order to make up global
agreements. Additionally to build up international norm. Moreover UN activities are not
only inside UN headquarter alongside the East River, New York, but also outside UN,
humanitarian aid and ODA (Official Development Assistance), PKO (Peace Keeping
Operation) are developed in more than hundred areas all over the world, as a
consequence UN actions form the front line to rescue people from wars and poverty.
Japan, so far and now on, has taken parts in, and has supported such kind of UN
operations.
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Some futurists, and a few economists, worry that rapid progress in artificial
intelligence could lead to mass displacement of labour and social crisis. But in a recent
paper Anton Korinek of the University of Virginia notes that not all uses of Al are alike.
Clever machines could indeed replace human workers - or might instead be engineered
to assist human labour; to help people navigate complicated process or take difficult
decisions. Private firms, focused on their bottom line rather than the potential knock-on
effects of their investment decisions, might be indifferent between the two approaches in
the absence of a government fudge, just as polluting firms tend not to worry about the
social costs of environmental harm unless made to do so by governments. In a working
paper co-written with Josef Stiglitz, a Nobel laureate in economics, Mr Korinek concludes
that directing technical change to favour-assisting rather than labour-displacing forms of
Al could be a second-best way to manage progress, if governments cannot sufficiently
redistribute the gain from automation from winner to losers. This may sound far-fetched,
but policy proposals such as Bill Gates's suggestion that robots should be taxed to slow
the pace of automation represent steps toward a more micromanaged technological
future.

"Economists explore the consequences of steering technological progress”, The Economist, 16 January 2020
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When we look back into the past, the path was paved during the days of Mutsu
Munemitsu for the Japanese foreign policy for the subsequent half a century. Japan
became a sovereign independent nation by doing away with the unequal treaties.
Considering that other Asian and African countries had suffered from them for half a
century during the period, the Japanese benefited quite a lot, thanks to the abolition of
them during the same period. Furthermore, Japan put an end to the feudal relationship
between China and Korea on the Korean Peninsula, thereby gaining a free-hand to deal
with problems in the region.

However, during that process, Japan broke the traditional balance of power in the
Far East by weakening the foundations of the "old" Qing Empire. As a result, it met with
the diplomatic intervention by triple powers; Germany, France and Russia, and saw the
depth of the age of imperialism, in which the law of the jungle prevailed. After Mutsu's
death, Japan defeated Russia, gradually gaining power in economy and military through
enduring hardships for the sake of revenge, and dashed to the imperialistic development
of the Empire of Japan.

Subsequently, it may be said that the times Mutsu created continued till Japan was
defeated in the Pacific War. Rather, it was a tragedy for the Empire of Japan that no
statesmen appeared who could see the reality of international politics as clearly as
Mutsu, and that no one could succeed Ito Hirobumi, as a statesman who could lead the
nation with the grand strategy in politics and military.
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A friend of mine, whom | look up to, wrote somewhere the Japanese think always
the thought comes from outside Japan(l could not have to reveal his or her name,
because | would like to quote strictly, however, | don't remember which book he or she
wrote) .

The thought, what | mentioned, could spread into other cultural area, in a word
universal thought.In the ancient age, for instance, Buddhism and Confucianism, or
Catholicism and Islam, or again recently Marxism and Existentialism, you could
understand them as the thought.

Of course, Japanese people are never ashamed not to produce no such kind of
thoughts. The geographical or historical conditions through civilization are needed to be
brought universal thought. For example, in one area some groups with different and
various cultural background came togather, and sometimes they crashed and killed each
other, in those process, history could be mature (ambiguous words, | think), universal
thoughts beyond groups could be born. Those are gradually sophisticated, finally became
an universal thought, under which people are subject to, consequently the world order
could be stable.



